September 17, 2002

Marine units fought as combined arms teams with combinations of infantry, artillery, special, and service troops as the mission requires.  When task organized for combat, Marine divisions attached special and service troop units down to regimental, battalion and sometimes company level.  Additional attachments could be made from corps level troops, especially artillery, defense, and amphibian tractor units.

USMC Order of Battle.  Guadalcanal, 7 Aug 42- Nov 42

1st Marine Division (Reinforced)

Guadalcanal Group (under Commanding General, 1st marine Division)


Combat Group A



5th Marine Regiment (- 2d Battalion)




1st Battalion (Combat Team 1)




3d Battalion (Combat Team 3)



2nd Battalion, 11th Marines (artillery) (-battery E)



Company A, 1st Light Tank Battalion (M2A4)



Company A, 1st Engineer Battalion (- 2d Platoon)



Company A, 1st Pioneer Battalion (- 2d Platoon)



Company A, 1st Amphibian Tractor Battalion (-2d Platoon)



1st Platoon, Battery A, 1st Special Weapons Battalion



1st Platoon, Company A (Transport), 1st Service Battalion



1st platoon, 1st Scout Company


Combat Group B



1st Marine Regiment




1st Battalion (Combat Team 1)




2d Battalion (Combat Team 2)




3d Battalion (Combat Team 3)



3d Battalion 11th Marines (artillery)



Company B, 1st Light Tank Battalion (M2A4)



Company C, 1st Engineer Battalion



Company C, 1st Pioneer Battalion



Company B, 1st Amphibian Tractor Battalion



3d Platoon, Battery A, 1st Special Weapons Battalion



3d Platoon, Company A (Transport), 1st Service Battalion



3d Platoon, 1st Scout Company


Support Group



1st Engineer Battalion (- Companies A,B, and C)



11th Marines (Artillery) (- 1st, 2d, 3d, and 4th Battalions)



1st Special weapons Battalion (- 1st  and 3rd Platoons, Battery A)



1st Pioneer Battalion (- Companies A and B)

Northern Group (under Assistant Division Commander, 1st Marine Division)


Tulagi Group  (seized Tulagi)



1st Raider Battalion



1st Battalion, 2d Marines (D+1 reinforcement)



2d Battalion, 2d Marines (D+1 reinforcement)



2d Battalion, 5th Marines (Combat Team 2, Combat Group A) 



Detachment, 3d Defense Battalion (- 1/3d AA elements, - Seacoast Artillery Group)



2d Platoon, Company A, 1st Engineer Battalion



2d Platoon, Company A, 1st Pioneer Battalion



2d Platoon, Company A, 1st Amphibian Tractor Battalion



1 Platoon, Company C, 2d Light Tank Battalion (M3) ( Part landed on Tanambogo










instead)



Marine Barrage Balloon Squadron 3




(manned .50 cal AA mgs instead of barrage balloons)

Gavutu Group (seized Gavutu - Tanambogo Islands)



1st Parachute Battalion



3d Battalion, 2d Marines (D+1 reinforcement)



Platoon (-),Company C, 2d Light Tank Battalion (M3) (D+1 reinforcement)


Florida Group (cleared Florida Island)



1st Battalion 2nd Marines (Combat Team A)


Division Reserve



2d Marines (- 2d Battalion) (Reinforced)



3d Battalion, 10th Marines (Artillery) (D+1 Landings, Battery H on Tulagi, Battery I

     on Gavutu)



Company C, 2d Light Tank Battalion (- one platoon) (M3)



Company A, 2d Engineer Battalion



Company A, 2d Pioneer Battalion



Company C, 2d Service Battalion



Platoon, 2d Special Weapons Battalion

This is not a complete list of the organizations that fought at Guadalcanal.  Missing is the 7th Marines, the 2d Marine Division, various artillery and corps level units, and air units.

The level at which attachments were made within a combat group can change from day-to-day.  For example, Company A, 1st Light Tank Battalion of Combat Group A could be attached to either infantry battalion or company of that battalion for as long or as short as required to fulfill a specific mission as the situation demands., One day the tanks could be attached to the 1st battalion the next day to the 3d battalion.  In addition, the tanks could also be held as group reserve under the command of the overall group commander.  The same fluidity can be seen in the task organization for the combat teams as well. For example the task organization for the 1st battalion could be:


1st Battalion (Combat Team 1)



Battery D, 2nd Battalion, 11th Marines (direct support)



Battery C, 2nd Battalion, 11th Marines  (general support)



Company A, 1st Light Tank Battalion (M2A4) (- 3d platoon)



3d platoon, Company A, 1st Engineer Battalion 



1st Platoon, Battery A, 1st Special Weapons Battalion

Squad, 1st platoon, 1st Scout Company

It should also be noted that the 2d Marines were officially still part of the 2d Marine Division but were attached to the 1st Marine Division.  The 7th Marines, not listed in the task organization above but officially part of the 1st Marine Division, was located at Espiritu Santo and did not land at Guadalcanal until September 18.

USMC Order of Battle.  Tarawa, Nov 20- Dec 4, 1943

2d Marine Division (Rein) (Southern Landing Force)

Regimental Combat Team 2  (Initial Landing Force)



2d Marines (Rein)



Battalion Landing Team 2/8 (- Battery H, 3d Battalion, 10th Marines)



1st Battalion, 10th Marines (Arty)




Battery O, 5th Battalion, 10th Marines



Special Weapons Group, 2d Defense Battalion



Co C, 1st Corps Tank Battalion (Medium) (M4A2)



Company A, (- 1st Platoon; + 3d Platoon, Co C), 1st Battalion (engineer), 18th Marines.



Co D (+Signal Teams), 2d Battalion, (Pioneer) 18th Marines.



Detachment, Headquarters and Service Company, 2d Amphibian Tractor Battalion.




Co A, 2d Amphibian Tractor Battalion (LVT[1]).




Special Amphibian Tractor Detachment (LVT[2]).



Company A, 2d Medical Battalion.



1st Platoon, 1st MP Company



Detachment, HQ, 2d Battalion (pioneer), 18th Marines



Detachment, HQ, 3d Battalion (Sea Bee), 18th Marines



Detachment, (Bomb Disposal Unit, Camouflage Section),HQ and Service Co, 18th Marines.



Detachment, 1st Platoon, Service and Supply Company, 2d Service Battalion.



Detachment, 1st Ordinance Company,  2d Service Battalion.



1st Band Section



Detachment (photographic), D-2 Section.



Four Air Liaison Detachments (FACs)



Four Shore Fire Control Parties (Naval gunfire FOs)



Argus Air Warning Unit.


Regimental Combat Team 6 (Initial Corps reserve, released to 2d Mar Div, afternoon of D-Day)



6th Marines (Rein)



2d Battalion, 10th Marines (Arty).



5th Battalion (-Battery O), 10th Marines



Battery A, 2d Special Weapons Battalion.



Co B, 2d Light Tank Battalion (M3A1)



Co B, 1st Battalion (engineer), 18th Marines.



Co E  (+Signal Teams), 2d Battalion (pioneer), 18th Marines



Co B, 2d Amphibian Tractor Battalion (LVT[1]).



Co B, 2d Medical Battalion.



2d Platoon, 1st MP Company.



Detachment, HQ, 1st Battalion (engineer), 18th Marines.



Detachment, (Bomb Disposal Unit), HQ and Service Co, 18th Marines.



Detachment, 2d Platoon, Service and Supply Company, 2d Service Battalion.



Detachment, 2d Ordinance Company, 2d Service Battalion.



Detachment, 2d Signal Company.



2d Band Section



Four Air Liaison Detachments (FACs)



Four Shore Fire Control Parties (Naval gunfire FOs)



Two Argus Air Warning Units


Regimental Combat Team 8 (Initial 2d Marine Division Reserve)

8th Marines (Rein) (-Landing Team 2/8)

3d Battalion, 10th Marines (Arty)

Co C, 2d Light Tank Battalion (M3A1)

Co C, (- 3d Platoon; + 1st Platoon, Co C), 1st Battalion (engineer), 18th Marines

Co F  (+Signal Teams), 2d Battalion (pioneer), 18th Marines.

Company C (-detachments), 2d Amphibian Tractor Battalion (LVT[1]).

Co C, 2d Medical Battalion.



3d Platoon, 1st MP Company.



Detachment, HQ, 1st Battalion (engineer), 18th Marines.



Detachment, 3d Platoon, Service and Supply Company, 2d Service Battalion.



Detachment, 3d Ordinance Company, 2d Service Battalion.



3d Band Section (- detachments)



Detachment (photographic), D-2 Section.



Four Air Liaison Detachments (FACs)



Four Shore Fire Control Parties (Naval gunfire FOs)


Support Group



10th Marines (Arty) (- detachments)



Headquarters and Service Battery (- detachments), 10th Marines



3d Battalion. 10th Marines.



4th Battalion, 10th Marines.


18th Marines (- detachments)



Detachment, Headquarters and Service Company, 18th Marines.



Companies H and I, 3d Battalion (Sea Bee), 18th Marines.


Special Troops (- detachments)



Headquarters 2s Marine Division (- detachments)



2d Signal Company (- detachments)



2d MP Company (- detachments)



Headquarters and Service Company (- detachments), 2d Light Tank Battalion.



Company D (Scout), 2d Light Tank Battalion.



Argus Air Warning Unit.



Party, HQ, VAC


Service Troops



Detachment, Headquarters and Service Company, 2d Medical Battalion.



Company A, 2d Motor Transport Battalion.



Company E, 2d Medical Battalion.



Detachments, Service and Supply Company, 2d Service Battalion.



Detachments, Ordinance Company, 2d Service Battalion.

